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Participants: 
Ksenia Chizhova, architect-restaurateurs project coordinator, Tula 
Ruslan Khotulev, architect and urban planner, bureau “Linia”, Irkutsk 
Sergey Mayarenkov, entrepreneur, partner at the "Siberian Laboratory of Urbanism", Irkutsk 
Ekaterina Matel, architect-restaurateur, deputy chairman of the IRO VOOPIK.  
Maria Pavlova, architect-restaurateurs project coordinator, Tula 
Sergey Uruev, local historian Tula. 
 
Topics and Questions: 
The discussion focused on the changes that occurred to the areas of low-rise buildings of the 19th century in the cities of 
Irkutsk and Tula over the past 5 years. Aim was to reflect upon the values of these areas and the transformation processes. 
 
Discussion and Results: 
 
Values and Identities 
As specific character of the heritage is seen the authenticity of forms, the scale of buildings, spatial ratio of built-up and 
non-built-up areas, the preservation of culture, the comfort of environment created by the specific scale of building and 
spaces, the identity coziness, noble aging, the volume and space characteristics such as: urban network, urban grid, streets, 
and the parcellation sustainability by preserving historical parcellation division. 
 
Transformation  
Experts have highlighted the difficulties to preserve and develop the urban fabric caused by various aspects, from historical 
territory analysis to functional balance. One major process of transformation was the displacement of residential function 
by the commercialization of space identified, through private investment. On the other hand, the experts question the 
preservation of the residential function in the historical areas since the growing commercial tends to convert the space 
"into the exhibition” and for residents it is difficult to have normal living rhythms, since commercialization disturbs it. 
One further observation is imitation and emergence of "historical remake" when buildings designed under regulations in 
the historic areas, remaining between the historical and the contemporary, and thus representing a "faceless" architecture 
forming a wrong connection to existing spatial context.  
 
Legislation and Planning Rules 
Some legislative procedures that are currently taking place, are discussed critically, e.g., the process of the State Historical 
and Cultural Expertise, since it may lead to a reduction of the number of buildings with a protective status. Today, in 
Irkutsk, the aim is to do the State Historical and Cultural Expertise for more than 4000 sites all over the Irkutsk region till 
2030. After the study of the first 75 sites was completed in 2022, 7 identified sites lost their status, which means a 10% loss. 
This process may significantly reduce the average historic built-up area and loss of the historic-architectural environment, 
including the sites from the north of the city. 
 
Civil Engagement and Activities 
Positive processes are observed, such as by the initiative of the Irkutsk Regional Branch of the All-Russian Society for the 
Protection of Monuments of History and Culture. The Heritage Volunteers School took place in Irkutsk for the second 
time, and the so-called Coordinating Center was created to educate active city citizens and organize the activation of 
initiatives for the preservation of historical heritage. More than 94 residents from Irkutsk were already trained and 
involved in monument preservation. 
 
 
 
 

 
     


